Mowing and Native Vegetation

Native plant restoration is an important part of IRVM, which is used by
the lowa DOT and many lowa counties. IRVM includes the planting of
native plants in the right-of-way, judicious use of herbicides, selective
mowing, mechanical tree and brush removal, and the prevention and
treatment of erosion.

Because lowa Code 318.3 prohibits the destruction of plants placed
within the right-of-way, it is illegal for landowners to mow plants that
have been planted by the state or county as part of an IRVM program.
The state or county is responsible for mowing and managing these
native plants.

Because of their deep root systems, established

native prairie grasses and wildflowers are very
effective for stabilizing steep roadside slopes.
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What You Can Do

Before July 15, only mow roadsides as needed for safety, spot
weed control, and removing competition for native prairie
seedlings.

Delay haying and mowing for brush control until after July 15.
Delay mowing until after July 15 to promote game bird and
sangbird nesting hahitat and reduce soil erasion fram spring
rains.

To best help monarch butterflies, delay blanket mowing until
after Oct. 1.

If you wish to harvest hay on state roadsides, contact the lowa
DOT maintenance garage or contact listed an the DOT website:
iowadot.gov/maintenance/mawing.html

Along county roadsides, contact your county engineer or county
roadside manager to learn more about Integrated Roadside
Vegetation Management, which uses selective mowing and
lowa’s native plants in county roadsides. A list of county
cantacts can be found on the IRVM webpage listed below.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Phone: 515-233-7729 or 515-239-1628

INTEGRATED ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Tallgrass Prairie Center Phone: 319-273-2813
University of Northern lowa tallgrassprairiecenter.org/irvm
2412 W. 27th Street © tallgrassprairiecenter

Cedar Falls, lowa 50614-0294 @ irvmroadsides
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Mowing and Birds

Songhirds and game hirds often nest in roadsides during May or June. If
the first nesting attempt fails because of weather, predation or maowing,
all upland game bird species and most songhird species will re-nest.

The first two weeks in July are critical in game hird reproduction because
this is when young chicks from the second nest hatch. Belaying mowing
until after July 15 allows 20 percent more nests to hatch versus a July

1 mowing [lowa DNR]. Leaving roadsides unmowed also provides a safe
carridor for birds to maove around the landscape.

Mowing and Maonarch Butterflies

Manarchs typically have four generations each year, with the final
generation migrating south to their overwintering habitat in Mexico.
Breeding generations require milkweed to reproduce, and the migratory
generation requires abundant nectar to fuel their migration. This
essential hahitat can be found in some roadsides.

Because adult monarchs feed on nectar from a variety of flowering
plants, not just milkweed, leaving blooming plants preserves valuable
food sources for adults. Delaying mowing until after July 15 leaves
habitat for early generations of monarchs in lowa. If possible, delay
mowing until after Oct. 1 to help all breeding and migratory monarchs
(Monarch Joint Venture].

What About the Deer”?

Because deer prefer to eat tender new plant growth over tougher,
older vegetation, reduced mowing may discourage deer from foraging

in roadsides.

A study conducted for the Federal Highway Administration found

that deer-vehicle collision rates were not related to how often the
Departments of Transportation in Maryland and New York mowed
(Normandeau Assaciates, Inc. 2012). According to research conducted
by the Indiana DOT, mammal and bird road kill was not significantly
different between roadsides with short vegetation and roadsides planted
with tall shrubs [Roach and Kirkpatrick 1985). These studies suggest
that letting roadside vegetation grow tall doesn’t increase deer-vehicle
collisions, although further research is needed.

Mowing and Weeds

Because some noxious weeds and invasive plant species are best
controlled by mowing early in the growing season, one of the mowing
law exceptions allows targeted mowing of noxious weeds and invasive
plant species before July 15. For example, one effective technique for
controlling invasive wild parsnip is to mow around the bolting stage in
mid-May to early June. However, mowing after weedy or invasive plants
have gone to seed [after mid-June for wild parsnip, for example] can
actually spread the plants and do more harm than good. Contact your
county weed commissioner for more information on weed identification
and appropriate methods to control noxious weeds and invasive plants.

Also contact your county engineer or roadside manager to ensure you
are not mowing native plants that have been planted as part of an
Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management [IRVM] program.
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